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A father and his daughter got a closer look at the star of 
The Dragon King after the Tanglewood Marionettes 
show celebrating this year's Summer Reading Program. 

contrary to some predictions, books are still 
popular and reading is up. Yet the library now 
goes beyond books and that is due in large part 
to the Endowment. This fund allowed us to 
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Dear Groton Neighbor, 

We, the Trustees of the Groton Public Library 

Endowment Trust, present this report to you at the 
end of the eleventh year of the Endowment Trust's 
operation. This newsletter reports details of the 
Trust's activities, showcases the ways in which the 

Trust benefits the library, and appeals for your con

tinued support. 

The financial statement of the Trust as of June 
30, 2008, shows assets totaling $1,810,623 after 

expenditures of $58,149 on behalf of the Library dur

ing fiscal year 2008. The financial report is available 
at the Library for interested persons to review. 

During FY '09 the trustees approved $63,830 for 
community projects and library enhancements cur

rently underway and planned. You will find details 

about these items as well as past projects throughout 
this newsletter. 

The Endowment Trust was established in 1998 

with funds donated by the citizens of Groton. It pro
vides a stream of investment income which makes the 

Groton Public Library the best it can be. We wish to 

again thank those who contributed in the past and to 
invite all of you, newcomers as well, to consider mak

ing additional gifts to the Endowment. Please keep 
your newsletter along with the enclosed envelope as a 

reminder to include Groton Public Library 

Endowment Trust in your annual giving plans. 

Sincerely, 

The Groton Public Library Endowment Trustees 
Albert Stone, Chairman 

Edward Strachan, Treasurer 
Robert Weber 

Dave Zeiler 

Owen S. Shuman, Library Director 

The cover illustration is from Chris Hutchins' series titled 1995-
365 paintings of Groton, MA, owned by Mr. Ken Scarlatelli . 
Photography by Bob Lotz. 

THANK YOU 
The following individuals made gifts to the 
Endowment Fund from November 2007-November 
2008. They support the Endowment because they 
recognize the value it adds to their library experience 
and we thank them! Won't you consider doing the 
same? The many hours of volunteer service and in
kind donations made by individuals are greatly 
appreciated, but are not listed here. 

Dolores Alberghini 
Debra and Stephen 

Boczenowski 
Elizabeth and Charles 

Bridge 
Nancy and David Bugbee 
Dianne and Henry Bunis 
Ann Corbey and Stephen 

Painter 
Mary and George Curry 
Dorothy N. Davis 
Jody Russell-Dobson 
Marjorie and William 

Eger 
Alison and Richard Enright 
Janet Fertig and Marshall 

Giguere 
Nancy M. Hughes and 

Craig N. Gemmell 
Peter Fry and Gretchen 

Hummon 
Jim Fraser and Ruth 

Goldenberg 
Zoa and Peter Guernsey 
Karen and William Harte 
Eloise and Peter Kanowsky 
Christine and Christopher 

Kelley 
Amy Kilham and 

Scott Wilson 

Nancy Krolewski and 
David Woods 

Laura K. LaMalva 
Connie and Ted Lapres 
Linda Lea and Jamie E. 

King 
Ruth and Duane 

Matters 
Mary and Edward 

Mitchell 
Lynda Moore and 

Alexander Woodle 
Maria and Eric Noya 
Janet and Robert 

Paninski 
Edythe Salzman 
Chuck Schneider 
Karen and Jim Serach 
Lynn and Daniel Sheehy 
Janet and Kim Sheffield 
Iris and Richard Staub 
Kristen and Rob Stone 
Barbara Z. Srromsted 
Virginia A. Vollmar 
Audrey Western 
Scott and Susan Wiggins 
Nancy and David Wilder 
Laura and Gregory 

Yanchenko 

Special thanks to Debbie MacDonald, volunteer 
administrative assistant to the GPL Endowment for 
her many hours of work on behalf of the 
Endowment. Mrs. MacDonald is reponsible for the 
annual newsletter, correspondence and acknowledge
ment of gifts to the fund. She attends the Trustees 
meetings, takes the minutes and keeps the board 
organized and running smoothly. We are indebted to 
her for this gift of her time and talents. 
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2004 and to create a laptop lab this year. The Endowment 
Fund truly makes a difference in the quality of our col
lections, services and projects. Please take a moment to 
review the highlights of gifts from the Endowment and 
see which ones you have benefited from. 

CHILDREN 

~ Children's Reading Garden 
~ Children's Room mural 
~ Programs and activities: authors, musicians, mari

onettes, storytellers, drummers, artists, illustrators, 
singers, animals-from huskies and wolves to frogs 
and hedgehogs-fairy houses, magicians and poets 

~ Books and storytime materials 

TEENS 

~ Programs and activities: Gompei the robotic goat, 
'tween game nights, Guitar Hero, authors, cartoon
ists, skateboarding demo, battle of the bands, 
Steampunk and poetry workshop 

~ Prizes and collections: Nintendo Wii, event refresh
ments, reading incentives (movie passes, gift certifi
cates, ice cream), duct tape crafts, Frisbees, books 
and DVDs 

ADULTS 

~ Noted authors: Kate Braestrup, Gregory Maguire, 
Anita Diamant, Bill Bryson and Andre Dubus III 

~ Re-enactors for Walt Whitman and Robert Frost 
~ GrotonREADS, a community-wide reading event 
~ Shakespeare performance 
~ Collection enhancement 

PROJECTS AND EQUIPMENT 

~ WiFi & Net Express PC, computers and networked 
printer 

~ LCD projector 
~ Laptop Lab with 10 laptops for training 
~ Staff training in Reader's Advisory skills 
~ Outdoor sound system 
~ Handcrafted oak bookcases and computer stations 

COLLECTIONS, ART AND PROJECTS 

~ Preservation and digitization of 18 volumes of the 
Town Diaries project 

~ Oil portrait restoration 
~ Art gallery with curator 
~ Library homepage upgrade (coming in 2009) 

New laptop lab at GPl 

The Endowment funded the purchase of a laptop computer 
lab with 10 computers and a storage cart. The library offered 
classes last spring on blogging (Web-based diaries) and digi
tal photography and video. More classes will be offered this 
fall and winter. Check out gpl.org for upcoming programs and 
workshops with the laptops! 

The laptops were also well received by the teenagers 
who attended Llama Lounge half-day programs. When not in 
use for other purposes, the laptops are available for patron 
use inside the library. 

REMEMBERING FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Memorial gifts to the Groton Public Library 

Endowment, such as those made in honor of Elsa 

Hayes in 2004 and Mary IdaTanguay in 2005, are a 

thoughtful way to remember a person who was 

important to you during their lifetime. Each 

memorial donation signifies a caring tribute to the 

person in whose name the gift is made, and helps to 

perpetuate that person's interest in and love of the 

library and its abundant offerings. 







GROTON READS 2008 

GrotonREADS, the 
town-wide reading event, 
has been held for four 
years, two of those under 

the sponsor
ship of the Endowment. 
Two hundred paperback 
copies of our featured 
book, A Walk in the 
Woods, by Bill Bryson, were 
distributed during kick-off 
week. GrotonREADS 
Coordinator, Susan 
Hughes, led a committee 
in planning and hosting 
seven community events 
for all ages. Event high
lights included a video by 
Heather Hoglund on area 

hikes, a hike of Surrenden 
Farm, an author visit by 
Larry Anderson, biogra
pher of conservationist 
Benton MacKaye, a panel 
of local hikers who told 
their stories of hiking the 
Appalachian Trail, led by 
Len Bennet and, of course, 
group discussions of the 

book. Posters fea-

tured 
town leaders and local 
conservationists who also 
participated in discussion 
groups. The Sunday 
Cinema series attracted 
over 60 people to the 

screening of 2,000 Miles to 
Maine: Adventures on the 
Appalachian Trail, a pro
gram tie-in with 
GrotonREADS. 

Animal, Vegetable, 
Miracle: A Year of Food 
Life by Barbara 
Kingsolver was selected 
for 2009 and Nancy 
T urkle has been selected 
to be the coordinator. If 
you are interested in serv
ing on the committee or 
participating in anyway, 
please call the library at 
978-448-8000. 

CURRENT PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY 
THE ENDOWMENT (July 1, 2008-June 30 2009) 

ADULT PROGRAMS ............................... . $3,500 
Well-known author visit and pe,jormers 

ART GALLERY CURATOR AND EXPENSES ........... . $4,500 
Supports five-six art shows 

BUS TRANSPORTATION FOR SCHOOL VISITS ........ . $3,000 
Transport elementary school students to the library 

CHILDREN'S PROGRAM & COLLECTIONS ........... . $11,000 
Nine Tales and Tunes (Sept.-May), family programs, 
storytime enhancements and books on CD collection 
enhancement 

COLLECTION ENHANCEMENT ...................... . $5,000 
Upgrade of non-fiction literature and DVD collections 

COMPUTER LAB .................................. . $4,650 
Eight classes in specialized subjects, additional hardware 
and course software 

GPL HOMEPAGE REDESIGN AND UPGRADE ......... . $9,325 
Upgrade of current homepage with new features 

GROTON READS 2009 ............................. . $5,000 
Town-wide reading program including coordinator, books 
and special events 

MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOPS ................... . $1,400 
Two six-week sessions in the fall and spring 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT ............................ . $1,000 
Educational development to enhance the library's service 
to the community 

TECHNOLOGY .................................. . $11,932 
Redesign of the technology area including two additional 
computers 

YOUNG ADULT ................................... . $8,000 
Summer reading program incentives, author I performer 
visits, programs and collection enhancement 

TOTAL* ......................................... . $68,307 
*Includes unexpended funds of $4,477 from FY 2008 

GrotonREADS presenter and Groton Dunstable stu
dent, Heather Hoglund, won a national award from 
the Alliance for Community Media. Her production, 
Groton Trails -A Guide to Our Town's 10 Best won 
the Best Profile Documentary, Youth Category. 



INTERVIEW WITH ENDOWMENT CHAIRMAN, AL STONE 

Do you use the Groton Public Library? What are you 
reading now? 

As a regular patron of the library, every visit draws me 
to the periodical section to keep abreast of current 
events and current thinking. From there I visit the 
new non-fiction section for more in-depth reading on 
current thinking. Then I top this off with a focus on 
new historical and biographical writing that recently 
has ranged from David McCullough's Path Between the 
Seas about the building of the Panama Canal, and a 
new book by Joseph Wheelan called Mr. Adams' Last 
Crusade: John Quincy Adams' Extraordinary Post-presi
dential Life in Congress. 

What is an endowment fund? 

Endowment funds are capital funds that are invested 
to produce a stream of income to support a program 
for the benefit of an institution or organization, usual
ly intended to continue forever. Thus, the Groton 
Public Library Endowment Trust was established as 
the result of a fundraising campaign in Groton about 
10 years ago. The trust fund, now totaling $1.8 mil
lion, is invested to provide a stream of income to sup
plement and enhance programs of the library in excess 
of those funds provided by taxpayers. Our 
Endowment Fund typically produces $60-$70,000 
per year to support the many programs endowed by 
our Trust. 

Why did you get involved with the creation of an 
endowment fund for the Groton Public Library? 

The decision to create the Endowment Fund was born 
concurrent with the construction and renovation of the 
current expanded library in 1998. A group of interest
ed citizens conducted the campaign and established 
the Trust to administer the Endowment Fund com
pletely separate from town administration. The cam
paign at that time raised about $1.1 million which has 
grown, through prudent investment and additional gifts. 

Why do you support the library's endowment fund? 

The Trustees of the Groton Public Library Trust, 
most of whom have served since its inception, are a 
group of dedicated citizens of the town who believe 
deeply in the need for the Endowment Fund, who 
enthusiastically share commitment to the importance 
of the enhanced programs supported by the endow
ment, and who work hard to grow the fund through 
prudent investment and encouragement of additional 
gifts to insure a better library in the future. 

Anything else you would like to add? 

It is our hope that citizens will continue to support 
the endowment as they have in the past and that new 
trustees will emerge from time to time to insure the 
continued thoughtful administration of this fruitful 
asset for the benefit of all Groton's citizens. 
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